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The Universe Story and the Squandering 
 
The Inheritance 
 
 In this first presentation I am going talk about the sacred inheritance that is 
our birthright. In my second presentation I will shift gears to explore the theme of 
how and why we’re in the process of squandering of this inheritance – our beloved 
planet – and what it might mean, as a prodigal species, to “come to our senses”.  The 
parable of the prodigal son, then, will provide the structure and movement for this 
presentation and the next. In my final presentation, I want to leave you with 
something very practical, something that you can take home and start using as part 
of your small group ministry. I will introduce you to some resource materials that 
my friend and colleague Maureen Jack-Lacroix and myself – along with a host of 
volunteers – have put together over the past five years.  This will be your “take-
away” and enable you, if you choose, to launch an ecological stewardship program in 
your congregation immediately.  
 
 I want to begin by sharing with you a couple of personal experiences that led 
me to write Darwin, Divinity, and the Dance of the Cosmos, [DDD] and to begin a 
process of reworking my theology.  
 

 Walking home from school – gratitude 

 Milton, Ontario and the Acorn Café – coming to my senses 

 Silent Retreat in Narragansett – unity with all 

 
 These experiences opened me up to an expanded identity that was cosmic in 
scope. If I were to try capture the wisdom that was coming through in a few short 
sentences, it would go something like this:  
 
The privilege of awakening to the mystery of life is what the universe is doing through 
the evolutionary process, and in particular through the human species. The whole 
earth is full of the radiance of Spirit. There is no separation anywhere in the physical 
universe and there is no spiritual separation between God or Ultimate Reality or Spirit 
and creation, including humans. We exist in a vast, interconnected, living universe that 
is animated by Spirit. The unity consists of the many becoming one, and being 
increased by one. (A.N.Whitehead). The prime directive of the Spirit-animated universe 
is to consciously participate in the evolutionary urge to co-create a sacred future – in 
the Christian tradition, the Kingdom or Kin-dom of God.  
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 Driving everything I have to say about stewardship, and in particular 
ecological stewardship is my underlying conviction that the primary task involves 
getting our identity straight.  This involves a shift in consciousness toward what I 
call evolutionary mysticism – this fundamental orientation that we are a 
manifestation of the face of God in human form, an expression of the essential unity 
of the universe, and that this unity is not static: there is what Andrew Cohen calls an 
evolutionary impulse moving through every part of the universe. This emergent 
impulse awakened to self-consciousness in the form of the human being. What is 
happening on the planet right now is a growing movement of people who are in the 
process of consciously awakening to this impulse, and it is a sacred awakening – an 
awakening that is conferring new purpose, new architectures of meaning and value, 
and an irrepressible urge to be in service to the evolution of our species.  
 
 These then form the two, complementary poles of our sacred inheritance: the 
realization of our unity with All That Is, and our conscious participation and consent 
to be the leading edge of this sacred evolutionary impulse.  
 
  Both this unity and this evolutionary invitation to co-create the future are 
located in every part of creation, and for our purposes, most intimately in our very 
being. My deepest hope for our time together is that we’ll create a habitat together, a 
shared field of consciousness and way of relating with and toward each other, that 
enables us to experience our essential unity – and thereby to reorient our spiritual 
practices, including stewardship of the planet, accordingly.  
 
 This unity in Christ is one part of what it means to enlarge our sense of self, 
from small, isolated and separate beings to our Big Self or Soul Self. But the 
distinctive component of evolutionary mysticism is that we begin to experience 
individually, but most importantly, collectively, an actual sacred impulse to evolve 
and co-create the future that Jesus called the Kingdom, or as I will refer to it, the Kin-
dom of God. But that Kin-dom is not pre-formed somewhere out there in the future, 
waiting for our arrival. It is actually continually in the process of evolving towards 
increased unity, increased diversity, increased beauty, consciousness, and 
compassion. It is, on the one hand, always, already present. But on the other, it is 
waiting to emerge in and through humanity’s adaptive intelligence to changing life 
conditions.  
 

This sacred, evolutionary impulse evokes a moral imperative to say “yes” to 
this call to co-create a sacred future that more closely reflects the heart of the Holy. 
My passion, in terms of my Christian identity, is to reframe this evolutionary 
impulse in Christ-centered language. This evolutionary impulse (Andrew Cohen’s 
phrase), while emerging out of and towards deeper unity, requires diversity in 
order to realize its trajectory. It requires that each of us bring our distinctive or 
unique selves to bear on the Great Work of repairing our planet.  
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The Unity 
 Science is revealing that “everything is everywhere”. We exist in a holotropic 
universe, in which the whole is contained in every part. The mystics of every 
religious tradition have intuited this for at least a couple of thousand years. Science 
is now confirming it.  
 
Cosmologically (the study of the large-scale structures of the universe)  
Everything that you see around you emerged from the same Fireball, 13.7 billion 
ears ago. You will be familiar with the work of geologian, Fr. Thomas Berry’s work 
and mathematical physicist, Brian Swimme’s work, who are retelling the 
evolutionary story of the universe as sacred myth. It is the transcendent story that 
has the power to connect every religious tradition and secular society, because of 
our common origin and our common involvement in an evolutionary process. This is 
the creation story of the 21st century, and has the advantage that it is supported by 
science.  
 
Geologically,  
it’s almost a cliché to say that we are comprised of stardust. All of the elements of 
our bodies came out of a star that went supernova and thereby forged the heavy 
elements necessary for the emergence of life. We are, quite literally, transfigured 
supernova events. A star goes supernova, leave it alone for a few billion years, and 
you end up in Kananaskis in the 21st century, reflecting on the event.  
 
Biologically,  
Darwin created enormous controversy by suggesting that we share a common 
ancestry with apes. Little did those folks realize that we are also actually share a 
common ancestry with primal bacteria, the cousins of which reside in our gut as we 
sit here today – five pounds worth! We share the same basic genetic material as a 
banana. Every cell on earth contains the same 50 organic molecules. Every being 
shares the same four nucleotides and the same 20 amino acids. We share genetic 
material with bananas and poplar trees.  
 
Quantum physics 
Research in quantum physic is maybe the most interesting of all in terms of 
describing a universe that is essentially unified. The dynamic of non-locality is one 
of the strangest discoveries. It turns out that sub-atomic particles can communicate 
instantaneously with each other from opposite ends of the universe. Once these 
particles get connected with each other, they are able to communicate with each 
other in no time at all. This is not because of extremely fast messaging at the 
quantum level, it’s because separation does not exist at the quantum level of the 
universe.   
 
 Physicist, David Bohm came to this conclusion about the unity of the 
universe: 
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“Nothing is more important about the quantum principle than this, that it 
destroys the concept of the world as sitting “out there”, with the observer 
safely separated from it…To describe what has happened, one has to cross 
out that old word ‘observer’ and put in its place the word ‘participator’. In 
some strange sense the universe is a participatory universe.”  

 
Rather than talk about any longer about our radical interconnectedness, I’d like us 
to have an experience of this cosmic unity – or try at least.  
 
Exercise: 

One of the more compelling evolutionary theories is called punctuated equilibrium. 
Essentially, this is the theory that the evolutionary process, while displaying 
directionality or telos, is neither smooth, even, nor linear. It’s punctuated by long 
periods when not much is going on, and then there are evolutionary leaps. So, rather 
than just talk about this, I want to invite you to experience these evolutionary leaps 
in your own body.  
 
Everybody on your feet.  
 
When I give you the cue I want you to stand up – if you are able – choose a partner 
and make eye contact; jump, clap, and they say to your partner “Yes, all of this is 
inside me and you!”After each leap, clap, and shout, you sit down.  
 
Let’s practice: Stand, partner up quickly, jump, clap, and say your mantra. “Yes, all 
of this is inside me and you.” 
 
This is also going to be our exercise for the day, because you’re going to do this 10 
times – just to prepare you.  
 
1. 13.7 billion years ago, out of the realm of Pure Formlessness, an explosion of 

light and matter occurs that is still radiating out in all directions.  
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of me and you. 
 

2. A couple of billion years later, hydrogen and helium are drawn into a 
cosmological dance, and huge starfields begin to form. 
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of me and you. 
 

3. 100 billion galaxies each with 100 billion stars expand out in all directions, 
actually creating space and time as they go. Some of these stars implode in on 
themselves and in the fiery furnace of their core, an explosion occurs – a 
supernova. Out of the death of these stars, all the heavy elements necessary for 
life to eventually emerge on earth are formed. We are reconfigured star dust, 
along with all of life on our planet. 
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of me and you. 
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4. A solar system is born that we now call the Milky Way, our cosmological home. 
We’re located about 2/3 of the way out on an arm of this spinning galaxy. Our 
sun entered into a relationship with a tiny planet about five billion years ago. 
The sun’s warmth and light causes the planet earth to fall into a deep fascination 
with it, as though this light had the power to evoke all the latent life in the 
planet’s core.  
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of me and you. 

 
5. Our beloved planet indeed awakens, firs the single cell bacteria, and then the 

nucleated bacteria – the cousins of which, five pounds worth, (we now know) are 
found in our gut.  
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of me and you. 
 

6. The plants and sea creatures, the reptiles and the birds, the mammals experience 
this evolutionary impulse to thrive, sometimes competing for their life, 
sometimes cooperating with all the ecosystems, and in the process of this 
irrepressible capacity to adapt to changing life conditions, they figure out how to 
convert sunlight into energy, see with eyes, walk, fly, hear, feel, touch, empathize. 
Our brains, nervous systems, digestive systems, respiratory systems, and the 
shape of our bodies,  are all gifts of the intelligence of these kin who came before 
us.  
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of you and me. 
 

7. 200,000 years ago an animal stands upright and leaves the African Savannah and 
begins to spread out across the planet. These first humans know how to survive, 
make rudimentary tools, discover fire, and emotionally bond with their 
offspring. A deep need for belonging emerges. This is the beginning of a religious 
instinct.  
At this point, we are not only conscious. We are conscious of our consciousness. 
And with this conscious awareness, the evolution of the human being becomes 
exponential.  
 

8. Humans begin to discover the advantage of living in communities. Families turn 
into clans, and clans into tribes. They are one with nature, the cosmos is 
enchanted, what we call a spiritual impulse begins to emerge; we honour our 
ancestors, and develop elaborate rituals to fend off natural disasters and mark 
rites of passage. Language emerges as a central technology. Tribal consciousness 
emerges. 
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of you and me. 
 

9. A desire to differentiate from the tribe emerges. Humans begin to experiment 
with their power separate and apart from the tribe. We desire above all to 
express ourselves. We learn that we can take what we want without guilt. We 
trade, we raid, and we conquer. The warrior in us emerges.  
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10. We begin to realize that there is a need for truth and good order.  One God above 
all the other gods unites human beings across bloodlines. This Sky God is not 
embedded in nature, but rather rules over it. “He” is in charge. To obey him 
brings life. To disobey brings death. Writing is invented as the human now has a 
story, a history to tell that is worth recording. Agriculture is now the primary 
means of production. There is a mythic order that gives rise to the “One, True, 
Way.”  Traditional consciousness emerges in us. 
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of you and me. 
 

11. Around 500 years ago, it begins to dawn on some of us that all these myths and 
superstitions are holding us back. We awaken to unrealized potential that the 
priests and aristocracies were invested in controlling. We begin to question the 
Sky God, and want empirical proof for how the world actually works. The 
scientific method is developed. Reality is split into the objective world out there, 
and our subjective world in here.  Eventually, we come to believe that only the 
objective, measurable world is real, and what we call the interior world or 
conscious awareness is just the result of physical processes. We become 
fascinated with our capacity to create wealth. The industrial revolution and the 
discovery of fossil fuels catapults us forward. The world is our oyster. The 
modernist/achievist consciousness emerges.  
(GO) Yes, all of this is inside of you and me. 
 

12. Forty years ago, we begin to realize the folly of our ways. In our objectification of 
nature, in our rush to create untold wealth, we have exploited humans and the 
planet; we have created corrupt hierarchies, shallow materialism, and ignored 
the suffering of so many marginalized groups. Social justice, peace, consensus 
seeking, multiculturalism, pluralism, spiritual diversity and personal growth 
emerge as core values. All truth emerges in and through context and perspective. 
Empathic civilization and consciousness comes to the fore.  
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of you and me. 
 

13. And now, on our planet a new consciousness is emerging – one that honours all 
previous worldviews as true, but partial. Culture clashes are replaced by a desire 
to evoke the dignity of every stage of consciousness for the sake of the good of 
the whole. Life is seen, experienced, and pragmatically aligned as an 
interconnected whole. Evolution emerges as the prime directive. The difference 
between natural hierarchies and dominator hierarchies becomes clear. There is 
a conscious, rather than naïve connection, with nature and her processes. The 
demythologizing of modernism and late postmodernism is replaced by a 
cosmological re-mythologizing. Science and spirituality inform each other. We 
become aware that we are the evolutionary impulse awakening to itself. Integral 
conscious emerges.  
(Go) Yes, all of this is inside of you and me. 
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Ok, so all of this is within us. It’s not out there somewhere. It’s something we can 
study yes, but first and foremost it comprises who we are. Each of these geological 
formations, biological processes of evolution, and stages of consciousness is within 
us. And when we get this at a deep, integrated level we realize our sacred 
inheritance. As the poet Walt Whitman put it, “I am large. I contain multitudes.” 
There are no strangers in the universe – only relatives.  This is part of our sacred 
inheritance – unity with creation. 
 
Unity with God 
 This unity in diversity also, I am persuaded, extends to the divine. First, let 
me say that I have a healthy appreciation for the apophatic tradition, which makes 
the point emphatically that what we can know about the Mystery we’re calling “God” 
is infinitesimally small. The theological practice in medieval theology was to say 
something positive about God – something we can know; then negate that we can 
possibly know anything about the Mystery; and then finally, negate the negation, 
saying that we can’t even say what we don’t know about God, so great is the 
Mystery, and so limited is our consciousness. Karen Armstrong presents the history 
of this apophatic path in her brilliant book, The Case for God.  
 
 Having said that, I will boldly venture forth, and make the claim that the 
fundamental unity of reality also extends to our relationship with the Divine. This is 
a little out there, but I believe that the church is in a historical time when everything 
is in a beta phase – beta theology, beta ecclesiology, and beta spirituality. This 
brilliant idea comes from Tripp Fuller, a friend of mine in the emergent church 
movement in the U.S. We need to feel free to test new ideas, live with them, put them 
out there to be criticized, or expanded upon. The God of Isaiah declares, “Do not 
consider the former things. I am doing a new thing. Now it springs forth. Do you not 
perceive it?” 
 
 The early church came to the conclusion that in some way Jesus was God in 
human form. Modernist, liberal academia demythologized this idea to death, until 
Jesus became at best a pretty darned good rabbi. But what if the early church was 
actually on to something, and we didn’t apply the incarnational metaphor 
exclusively to Jesus? What if God was doing in Jesus what God is doing in all of 
creation – incarnating –revealing through the evolutionary process the form that 
Spirit takes at various levels of life and consciousness?  
 
 What if Jesus, from an evolutionary point of view, was so open and 
transparent to Ultimate Reality that he began to clearly reflect the mind and heart of 
God – and further, what if our own evolutionary trajectory is to evolve in and 
toward a realization of our unity with God? The way I’m reading the authentic Paul 
these days, I think Paul had gained this mystical intuition. His single goal, he claims 
in his letter to the Philippians, is to attain the “resurrection of the dead.” And he 
wasn’t talking about after his death. He was talking about attaining the same form 
and the same consciousness as the risen Christ he encountered on the road to 
Damascus. That’s what he was living for, and that, I believe, is what he wanted to 
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early church to also attain. He believed and experienced a unity with the one with 
one who was one with God.  
 
 So this is a conversation that we can continue in the hot tub later, over a beer 
perhaps – or two.  
 
 Here’s my point. This realization and deep integration of our unity with All 
That Is, including the divine is our inheritance as human beings. Creation is waiting 
for us to realize this unity. When St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans, that “all 
of creation is eagerly awaiting the arrival of the children of God”, I believe that he 
was expressing an evolutionary intuition. All of creation is awaiting our awakening 
to the fullness and freedom of what it means to be human, and this awakening is on 
behalf of all creation. This is why I’ve dropped the “g” in Kingdom of God. We are 
one with all, that is, bio-spiritually one, with the cosmos and with Spirit. We are all 
kin in the Kin-dom of God. Our birthright is to enjoy a radical sense of belonging in 
the universe. We are in the heart of God, and the heart of God is in us.  
 
 But all of creation is also eagerly awaiting the arrival of those who are willing 
to assume responsibility for being the presence of this sacred evolutionary impulse 
and to co-create, in, through, and as the Christ, that future which is Spirit’s highest 
dream for all of creation.  
 
 Duane Elgin, in his delightful book, The Living Universe, defines spirituality as 
“intimacy with a living universe”.   This is our divine inheritance that is freely given, 
by virtue of just showing up.  My book’s basic point is that as we recover a felt sense 
of our divine inheritance of intimacy with a living universe, then our identity – who 
we think we are – expands exponentially and deepens in such a way as to make us 
fit stewards of this inheritance.  
 
Stewardship 
 I want to say a word about the metaphor of stewardship, given that this is a 
stewardship conference.  
 
 For some time, the traditional theology of stewardship has rubbed me the 
wrong way, but I couldn’t put my finger on why. Here’s how it invariably came down 
to me – and how I talked about it for years. The earth belongs to God. All the earth’s 
resources belong to God. Our money belongs to God. Our lives belong to God. They 
don’t belong to us. They are basically on loan – given to us for a short period of time. 
Our job is to be good stewards of what belongs to us and is merely on loan to us. 
Does this sound familiar?  
 
  I always found it difficult on stewardship Sundays telling the businessperson 
in the congregation who has worked her fingers to the bone creating wealth for 
himself and others that none of it belongs to her or him – actually it all belongs to 
God. And now God, the owner, wants some of it back. And if you were really spiritual 
you would give it back to God joyfully. And, of course, I get it. We do have a tendency 
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to forget that all wealth is a borrowed wealth, borrowed from the earth. We didn’t 
create it, and when we forget this, we have a tendency to hoard and use it for our 
own selfish ends.  
 
 But I think it’s the theistic dualism implicit in this model that irked me. God is 
out there in the great beyond, and we are down here as mere manager God’s affairs. 
I don’t like what this image says about God – an “owner of everything”. It makes God 
out to be a cosmic capitalist. And I don’t like what it says about the role of humans – 
God’s second in command. In this model, we are not centers of immense creativity. 
We’re not the coalescence of 13.7 billion years of evolution, and therefore centers of 
all this power to shape the future. We are made out to be managers of what’s been 
handed to us. I think it diminishes the human being.  In other words, I was steeped 
in a theology that belongs to that traditional stage of consciousness when we’re 
firmly located in postmodern consciousness and beyond.  
 
 In a mystical, unitive theology, we are the presence of the universe in human 
form, we are the self-reflective presence of this five billion year old planet. We are 
the presence of Spirit yearning for fullness and freedom in the created realm. We are 
the creativity of Spirit in human form. The goal is to awaken to this unified cosmos 
and unifying Spirit, undergo a metanoia of identity, and out of this new and 
expanded sense of Self, “take our place in grace and be on our way”, as Bruce 
Cockburn puts it.  
 
 When we are in right relationship with Reality as we know it to be we are in 
right relationship with a God and a universe that is fecund in creativity, and 
generous beyond measure. To live from soul, therefore, is to reflect in consciousness 
and in practice these qualities of abundance and generosity. We offer all that we 
have and all that we are because after 13.7 billion years the evolutionary trajectory 
of the universe has arrived at a species who are able to self-consciously reflect the 
heart and mind of the divine Mother and Father – to use the image from the parable. 
We are extravagant with love and we are extravagant with our resources because 
we are the presence of an ontological extravagance. We give sacrificially because we 
are the benefactors of 13.7 of cosmological sacrifice – the sun burning 4 million tons 
of helium every second in order to sustain life on earth, to give but one example.   
 
 Suffice it to say that we are formed, in body, mind, and soul of the sacrifice of 
all that preceded us. And we are the presence of this cosmic sacrifice in human form 
– giving ourselves so that future generations will be able to experience more 
fullness and freedom of being that we’ve been able to experience. This is our 
privilege and our joy.  
 
 To realize our inheritance is to live in right relationship with Reality – with 
God, self, neighbour and the earth. Right relationship means in the 21st century 
living inside this unitive consciousness, and the accompanying awareness that we 
are the presence of this sacred evolutionary urge in human form. As our identity 
shifts from a small self to a Big Self of cosmic proportions we become fit creatures 
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for this one-earth community. E.O. Wilson, one of the world’s greatest biologists, 
coined the term biophilia – to fall in love again with life – to suggest the foundation 
for a new relationship with the planet. Duane Elgin enlarged this to cosmophilia – 
falling in love again with the entire cosmos. This is much easier to do when we 
realize that the whole cosmos is contained with our very being.  
 Here’s a clip that says it much more succinctly. 
 
Wombat video 
 
Poem by Dostoyevsky  
 
Share at your table either: 

1. Your reflections on our evolutionary leap exercise  
2. Your own story of awe and wonder – of falling in love with creation. 
 
Q and A 
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 The Squandering and Coming to Our Senses  

Second Presentation 

 
Joni Mitchell’s 9ÏÕ $ÏÎȭÔ +ÎÏ× 7ÈÁÔ 9ÏÕȭÖÅ 'ÏÔ 4ÉÌÌ )ÔȭÓ 'ÏÎÅ 
 
Monty Python Video ɀ The Galaxy 
 
 Yesterday I talked about our sacred inheritance of kinship with all creation – 
that the whole universe is coalesced in this likes of us. We read in the parable about 
the prodigal son demanding his inheritance and leaving home. From one 
perspective, this represents a kind of hubris. The son impetuously demands what is 
already his. Rather than adopt an attitude of “radical gratitude”, to use Mary-Jo 
Leddy’s metaphor, we impetuously demand what was already and always ours to 
freely claim. In the past 300 years, we have impetuously demanded the 13.7 billion 
years of sacred inheritance, embodied in the earth and like the prodigal son, 
squandered the inheritance. Why we have done this and continue to do this is one of 
life’s great mysteries, and source of much theological conversation. I will be 
exploring this as part of this morning’s presentation.   
 
 From another perspective, this leaving home is a necessary phase of our 
evolutionary development as a species. It is the hero’s journey: leaving home and 
facing all manner of ordeals, so that when it comes time to return home, the hero 
returns with a new identity. This identity is more complex, more conscious, and 
more individuated from the culture he left. The hero has paved the evolutionary 
path forward for those, like the elder brother, who stayed home out of a sense of 
duty or whatever. From a psychological point of view, adolescents need to rebel in 
order to sufficiently individuate and become their own persons. From a socio-
cultural view we can see the evolutionary necessity of humanity taking the hero’s 
journey and leaving naïve embeddedness in nature and her processes in order to 
realize our full potential. The problem is, as we’ll see, that this distinguishing of 
ourselves descended into disconnection from the planet and into a full psychotic 
state of disassociation. In that state, we are in the process of destroying our source 
of life – unaware that we are the planet in human form. We cannot spoil the planet 
without ourselves being spoiled in the process.  
 
 From a spiritual or theological perspective our current planetary crisis is a 
symptom of a deeper state of alienation. I learned in seminary that sin is a state of 
alienation from God, neighbour, the earth, and self – and this definition still works 
for me. But in a redemption-centered paradigm, this state of separation is our 
inheritance, and we can do nothing ourselves to heal this disconnection. Grace is a 
matter of receiving the gift of redemption through Christ. Our depravity is so 
profound that only a supernatural intervention can save us. When we look around at 
what we’ve done to our planet, it’s easy to have some sympathy with this dim view 
of humanity.  
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 But from the evolutionary paradigm – or to use Mat Fox’s term, a creation-
centered paradigm – unity is our inheritance. And grace is a matter of being 
awakened by Spirit to this divine inheritance of original unity, not original sin. And 
we can and must participate in this awakening. What’s more, this conscious 
participation in our own awakening is the presence of Spirit. This awakening is what 
it means to “come to our senses”, in the words of the parable. In other words, grace 
is an awakening process – awakening to our unity with God and with all of creation. 
And grace is the activation deep within us of a sacred evolutionary impulse to reveal 
and realize what Jesus called the Kingdom or Kin-dom of God.  
 
 From an evolutionary theology, the problem with humanity is not that we are 
innately sinful, but rather we are in a stage of adolescence, acting out and acting 
very badly.  We’ve been around for about 200,000 years as humans, and in cosmic 
time this is a snap of the finger. Our brains and biochemistry are still locked for most 
of our waking hours in the crocodile brain, which is in a constant state of red alert. 
We are not bad. But we see the world more often than not as though we are among 
enemies and if we’re going to survive we need to be ready to protect and defend 
ourselves at every turn. In evolutionary terms, this survival self has served us well. 
But now it’s time to allow other dimensions of reality to emerge by shifting our 
consciousness.  
 
 From the perspective of our own wisdom tradition, our problem is one of 
foolishness, not innate sinfulness. We always need to remember, as philosopher Ken 
Wilber puts it, that in an evolutionary paradigm humanity has not so much fallen 
from grace as come “up” from Eden. We represent the development of the universe 
– evolution become conscious of itself.  
 
 Of course, we have opened up to only a small range of what it means to be 
fully human. We need Sophia (sacred Wisdom) to sit us down, feed us dinner, and 
help us to realize our sacred inheritance of unity with God and all creation. And we 
must awaken from our trance soon. We are in crisis on the planet earth. I want to 
spend a few minutes introducing to some work by historian, Richard Tarnas. He 
writes about how we arrived at this state of profound disconnection.  
 
 The Squandering: How Did We Get Here? 
 
Richard Tarnas’ diagrams  
 
Key points: 
 

 Necessary to differentiate; gift of scientific method; but differentiation 
descended into disconnection and disconnection into dissociation. The planet 
and the cosmos itself was voided of any intrinsic sacred essence, purpose or 
meaning with the ideology of scientific materialism. We woke up one day to a 
dead universe and a planet where only humans were dignified with enjoying 
consciousness. The planet was open for business.  
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Jewish philosopher, Abraham Heschel once wrote: “Forfeit awe and the 
world becomes a marketplace”. The rivers exist to carry our waste away, the 
earth becomes a resource, the air a repository for our toxic effluent.  

 
 What is required is what Process theologians call a postmodern animism – a 

conscious re-connection with the planet and the planet’s processes and 
systems.  

 
Naming the Crisis:  
 
Spend three minutes at your table group, in the large group, identifying key 
planetary crises as you see them. Write them down.  
 
Exercise 2. 
 
 Rather than me trotting out the litany of ecological disasters we are facing, 
I’m going to ask you to go through a process of helping us to feel and move through 
our paralysis around the state of our planet. Tim Scorer wrote this short exercise for 
my book DDD, Experiencing Ecological Christianity.  
 

LAMENT PROCESS FOR “DARWIN, DIVINITY . . . STUDY COURSE” 
 
 Bruce Sanguin says in the book that there are 2 exit doors out of the cultural 
narrative we are caught in, and into the world of Life and Authenticity: 

 the door of awe, joy and wonder 
 the door of pain and authentic suffering 

 
Joanna Macy, ecophilosopher and activist, says:  “The greatest danger of all is the 
deadening of our response [to the condition of our world]”.  So we need to practice 
the ritual of lament to wake our hearts, souls and wills to the suffering of our world. 
 
Preparation  to connect with the body 

1. While sitting, bring awareness to sensations in the body, i.e., places of 
tension, holding, muscle contraction; places of relaxation, energy, warmth, 
expansion; places of no feeling, numbness, etc. 

2. Bring awareness to breathing – just noticing the breathing out and breathing 
in 

3. Feel your feet on the floor;  feel yourself sitting on the chair 
4. Breathe into the belly and breathe out longer than the inhalation 

 
Thich Nhat Hanh, Vietnamese Zen monk and peace activist, was asked:  What do 
we need to do to heal our world?  His reply:  “What we most need to do is to hear 
within our own bodies the sounds of the Earth crying.” 
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Exercise: 
1. Partner up 
2. As you hear Thich Nhat Hanh’s words, feel into your own hearts and bodies – 

where do you hear the sounds of the Earth crying?  What calls out to you for 
your attention, recognition and/or grief? 

3. Feel that within – and then turn to your partner 
4. Tap each other’s knees – whoever got tapped first will be A 
5. A – take 2 minutes to share with B – where within you do you hear the 

sounds of the Earth crying?  
6. B – just listen – don’t discuss.  If A runs out of things to say, sit quietly and 

stay with the feelings that this evokes. 
7. Switch partners and repeat the process 
8. After 2 minutes, share with each other what that was like 
9. May choose to have the whole group share the experience 

 
Sharing our pain for the world helps us to feel less alone and more connected.  
As Jack Kornfield, spiritual teacher says – “the pain is not our pain, it is the pain 
we all share in. 

 
Exercise   The Breathing Through 
 The body and breathe know how to process and release painful emotions.  
This exercise, The Breathing Through, is a wonderful practice in allowing the body 
to do what it knows how to do.   
 
 Wherever we may be feeling the “sounds of the Earth crying” – breathe into 
the feeling and then breathe out long.  Repeat this at least 10 times or more until the 
pain is released.  Continue to breathe until energy returns to the body (energy may 
be felt as tingling, warmth, more relaxation, etc.) 
 
 And so, we find ourselves to be the prodigal species – what began as a hero’s 
journey to realize new potentials by individuating ourselves from naïve 
embeddedness in nature, descended into a dissociative state. We are in the midst of 
squandering a 13.7 billion years in less than 300 years.  We find ourselves living in a 
pigpen of our own making, and suffering the indignity of the prodigal son – as a Jew 
he was rendered unclean. As human beings at the top of the food chain, our own 
bodies are filled with toxins…having spoiled the earth, we are now impure. So great 
is our state of alienation that we thought we could just throw stuff away, but as Julia 
Hill Butterfly so poignantly asks: “Where is away?” 
 
Clip of Julia Butterfly Hill: Where is away? (AWD DVD) 
 
 In a unified, universe, there truly is no away. Whatever we imagine we are 
throwing away – into our rivers, oceans, earth, air, will end up in our own bodies 
and our children’s bodies.  
 



 15 

 I need to reiterate: this has occurred not because we are bad, but because we 
have been foolish. The good news is that we are Wisdom’s children, as Jesus called 
himself. We can learn. We evolve. Within us is all the resilience of this magnificent 
cosmos, which is enveloped and infused by a creative intelligence that is able to 
adapt to changing life conditions. This process of creating adapting to challenges is 
what drives evolution at all levels, biological, social, cultural, and spiritual. The 
bigger the challenge, the greater the potential of developing the matrix of 
intelligences that will enable us to thrive well beyond the 21st century. A new human 
species, prefigured in the risen Christ, is emerging to deal with these challenges. We 
can, as did the prodigal son, “come to our senses.”  
 
 Coming To Our Senses 
 
 The prodigal son eventually comes to his senses. It is his own survival 
instinct that wakes him up. He’s hungry. Nobody is giving him anything to eat. His 
father’s slaves are living a better life. He is in full-blown crisis mode, which in an 
evolutionary universe is not the end of the world. Potentially, it’s the beginning of a 
new future. The process of evolutionary adaptation follows a trajectory of 
development, which is drawn by the dialectic of crisis and the emergence of new 
intelligences to meet those challenges. The very resolution of each crisis brings forth 
the conditions in life that will issue in new challenges, and therefore the potential of 
more complex intelligences emerging.  
 
 I find in this process an implicit hopefulness. There are no guarantees, and 
the trajectory is not smooth or linear.  We had a firsthand experience of punctuated 
equilibrium, whereby evolution plateaus for long periods of time and then leaps 
forward – not incrementally, but dramatically. In the presence of crises, these leaps 
may occur.  I do think we can trace the evolutionary trajectory, over the vast spans 
of time, to be moving in a biased direction toward increased complexity, 
consciousness, and compassion.  
 
 This planetary ecological crisis we are facing has the potential to elicit new 
intelligences, new behaviours, and new technologies which could issue in the 
emergence of a new kind of human presence – the ecological species, if you like. It 
may not, of course. At this point in the evolution of the universe, it is truly our 
choice. We are a particular expression of the universe, and mode of planetary 
presence that represents what Brian Swimme calls a “macrophase” power. We are 
the ones through whom the universe either consciously evolves or grinds to halt  - at 
least at the leading edge of the evolutionary process known as conscious 
personhood.  
 
 This will involve a waking up. I appreciate the work of Dominic Crossan in 
identifying Jesus as an apocalyptic prophet. But his apocalyptic genre is known as 
sapiential eschatology. (Sapiential = wisdom). The end times may be understood in a 
literal sense, if we do not awaken to a deeper wisdom. On the one hand, we would 
be wrong to underestimate the scale of the crisis. By 2020 the so-called “adversity 
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trends” may coalesce into an “unyielding, world-scale systems crisis. Every major 
system in our lives – ecological, economic, political, cultural, psychological and 
spiritual – is in a state of crisis as each is challenged to adapt to a dramatically 
changing world”. (Duane Elgin, The Living Universe, p.139).  
 
 How do we come to our senses before it’s too late?  
 
1. Our own Wisdom tradition.  
 
In our tradition, we can talk about actually opening to Sophia, the presence of sacred 
wisdom known in and through Jesus of Nazareth, but in the 21st century there are 
other sources of sacred wisdom as well. I go into our wisdom tradition in DDD. I 
became persuaded in the course of writing the book that in the words of Wisdom 
scholar and feminist, Elizabeth Johnson, that Jesus Christ was the human being 
Sophia became.  
 
We need to start including in our liturgies readings from the Apocrypha, Sirach, 
Baruch, The Wisdom of Solomon, along with Proverbs, etc.,  for example. I think we 
could also benefit by occasionally reading from the Gospel of Thomas and other 
Gnostic gospels.  
 
Wisdom is the presence of God/Spirit in feminine form. She does everything Yahweh 
does, from leading the Hebrews out of Egypt and performing all the great works, but 
a composite picture of her suggests that she is not so much of a Sky God as Yahweh. 
In Proverbs, we are told she delights in human beings, and her role is make human 
beings friends. She prepares banquets and sends her servants out into the highways 
and byways to invite people to the feast. Once there she teaches them how to shift 
from their foolish ways to the wisdom of God.  
 
At times, Sophia’s qualities and attributes sound very much like a Taoist could have 
written them – She is the wayless way, the force that is no force.  
 

“There is a spirit in her that is intelligent, holy, unique, manifold, subtle, 
mobile, clear, unpolluted, distinct, invulnerable, loving the good, keen, 
irresistible, beneficent, humane, steadfast, sure, free from anxiety, all-
powerful, overseeing all and penetrating through all spirits that are pure and 
altogether subtle. She is more mobile than motion; because of her pureness 
she pervades and penetrates all things. She is the breath of the power of God, 
and a pure emanation of glory…She is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless 
mirror of the working of God”(The Wisdom of Solomon 7:22-26).  

 
 Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, French priest and paleontologist called this 
description “the divine milieu” – in which we live and move and have our being. To 
become still and fully present is to drop into this glorious milieu, this breath of God 
of Wisdom that gives life and is life.  When the prophet Isaiah awakened we 
remember his words: “The whole earth is filled with God’s glory”.  
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 In DDD I developed a chart comparing the biblical qualities and 
characteristics of Sophia and Jesus of Nazareth. It was truly remarkable to discover 
how similar the lists were: the early church used Wisdom or Sophia as a template to 
describe the life of Jesus.  
 
2. Science.  
 
The church needs to start listening to science more carefully – not the scientific 
materialists such as Richard Dawkins, but to the scientific method that is revealing 
to us the realm of the senses – the exterior dimensions of the universe. We need to 
regard science as a kind of sacred text for the 21st century.  
 
  Science tells us how the universe actually works from sub-atomic to the 
large-scale structures of the universe. If “God” has anything to do with the universe 
as we know it to be, then the discoveries of science are actually revelatory. The 
created universe, which we can know through our senses, is as Sallie McFague puts 
it, the body of God.  
 
 Science reveals what American philosopher, Ken Wilber, calls the 3rd person 
face of God. He talks about the 1 2 3 of God, or the God that emerges in the first 
person, the second person, and the third person. You remember that first person is 
the person who is speaking; 2nd person is the person you are speaking to, and third 
person is that person you are speaking about.  
 
 The first person God is the God of the mystics – the Great I Am, the discovery 
of God in the depths of our own being. The second person God that shows up in our 
liturgies and theology is the Great I-Thou, the beloved Other, before whom our egos 
bow and offer devotion. The third person God is the Great I-It – the great system of 
nature, Gaia, the interconnected web of being that science has revealed. Christians, 
even liberal Christians, get very twitchy about recognizing this as a face of God. We 
have lingering fears of paganism. But I would venture to guess that 7 out of 10 
people in our congregations would tell us that they know God primarily through 
nature – the 3rd person face of God.  
 
 Each face of God has its own distinctive practices associated with it, and each 
is a portal into the other. But my point here is that for those of us who are spiritually 
oriented, we need to listen to the findings of science as a potential source of sacred 
revelation – as telling us something about God.  
 
 My friend, Michael Dowd, who wrote Thank God for Evolution, makes a useful 
distinction between night language and day language when talking about Mystery. 
Science uses day language. He says that facts are God’s native tongue. Religion uses 
night language, the language of mystery and metaphor in its attempt to recognize 
that Mystery is also about the cloud of unknowing, a realm beyond facts. But both 
day and night language are both pointing us in the direction of Ultimate Mystery.  
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 My own bias is that the new cosmology, evolution, and quantum physics 
should be showing up in our liturgies and in our hymnody – if we’re going to have 
any relevance in the 21st century. I’ve just finished putting together a collection of 
prayers called If Darwin Prayer: Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics that are written 
through the lens of the new cosmology and evolutionary spirituality. It will be 
released this summer I hope.  
 

If Darwin Prayed1 
 
I wonder,  
if Mr. Darwin had imagined 
a God bigger 
than the theistõs puppeteer  ð  
and less aloof 
from natureõs ways ð   
how he might have prayed.  
 
I wonder,  
if he had viewed the great march of time 
with a mysticõs eye,  
as Spiritõs unhurried play with form and function,  
and not creation leaving God in the dust 
to pull itself up by its own bootstraps, 
if his heart might not have burned with faith?  
 
I wonder,  
when the push of Eros 
and the pull of the possible,  
caused him to close The City of God 
and leave the dreary seminary   
to set sail on board his Beagle destiny,   
if he ever imagined that he embodied Spiritõs  
irrepressible urge to evolve?  
 
I wonder,  
when reflecting on the mystery of a Finchõs beak, 
and the glories of the Galapagos,  
if he considered his own adaptive brilliance 
that brought forth The Origin of Species 
(his great gift to theology),  
an occasion of an even deeper Mystery ð  
evolution awakening in him?   
 

                                                        
1 If Darwin Prayed: Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics, Bruce Sanguin. Any use of this prayer requires 
copyright written permission from the author 
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I wonder,  
hunched long years  
over beetles and mollusks 
if he ever considered 
St. Paulõs self-emptying God,  
touching all with a rising,  
non-coercive Presence, 
and then going on ahead of us,  
as did the Galilean -  
calling from an undissected future,  
beckoning this sighing creation 
toward freedom and fullness of being?  
 
I wonder, Mr. Darwin,  
if your beloved Emma might have worried less 
over your apostasy,  
if you could have played the prophet  
and announced, with the Baptist,  
that evolution was filling every valley,  
and making low the mountains,  
preparing a highway  
through Descarteõs desert,    
for the advent,  
and not the end,  
of God?  
 
(If I was God 
I too would keep my Presence hidden,  
an allurement of love that predestines no fixed future, 
conferring maximum dignity upon life,  
as together All That Is 
joins in the Great Procession  
of the Formless assuming forms most glorious,  
crowning the human ones  
with a distinctive diadem ð  
the capacity to select our own future -   
naturally).  
 
I wonder 
if Darwin prayed. 

 
 
 Science is revealing as fact that the ice caps are melting, that the atmosphere 
is trapping CO2, that animals are going extinct, that there are massive dead zones in 
our oceans, etc. The language of fact as it relates to the planet is a language of sacred 
lament. Thank God for our scientists! They are wisdom teachers of the 21st century.  
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3. The planet itself.  
 
 We need once again to listen to the wisdom of the earth. The earth has five 
billions years of wisdom stored up. She possesses an immense intelligence that can 
help us to survive this crisis. Janine Benyus wrote a brilliant book called Biomimicry. 
This is the emerging science of learning to mimic the earth’s processes in the 
development of new technology, social systems, and building.  
 
 The book is filled with examples of the intelligence of the earth’s processes. 
The honeybee is one great example of a species that in the process of supporting its 
society takes nothing from the earth, and actually enhances its bioregion. My friend 
and colleague, Dr. Marilyn Hamilton has written a ground-breaking book, Integral 
City, suggesting that we would do well to mimic the honey bee is our design of the 
city as an eco-system.  
 
 The honeybee has developed an intelligent learning feedback loop. It’s not 
focused on the single bee, but on the survival of the hive. And in the process of 
helping the hive, it sustains not just the individual or even its own hive, but 
contributes to, that is, adds value to, the flowers, fields, and orchards that the bees 
pollinate. She is helping city planners design cities like the honeybee. When we 
understand the nature of this one-earth community, we realize that nature has 
figured out how to sync up the multiple intelligences of the diverse species and 
ecosystems so that the whole organism can thrive. Coming to our senses means first 
noticing, and then mimicking, the planetary intelligence that we are an expression 
of.  
 
 A member of the congregation I serve, Angela, has a cherry tree that hadn’t 
been producing any fruit for years. The tree surgeon came out, and recommended 
cutting it down. (Doesn’t this sound like a modern-day version of the parable of the 
gardener who told the vine keeper to cut down the tree because it was a waste of 
space?) But Angela had heard about a species of local bees that might be able to save 
it. So she bought a hive, set it up in her front yard near the tree. This past year they 
picked over 50 pounds of cherries. She’s into permaculture and so she knows all 
these cool things about the wisdom of the natural processes.  
 
 If you haven’t read anything by William McDonough I highly recommend that 
you do. Cradle to Cradle is a very inspiring read. He’s an architectural engineer, who 
has gone radically green and is making loads of money at the same time. And I say, 
good on him. He works with major corporations, like the Ford Motor Company, with 
a simple natural principle. He noticed that in nature there is no waste. Or rather, in 
nature, waste = food. So, he’ll go into a textile company in Switzerland, and help 
them find only natural, organic dies, and develop a processing system so that the 
water that comes out at the end of the manufacturing process is more pure than the 
water that went into the process at the beginning.  
 



 21 

 He is going around the world developing systems for what he calls Cradle to 
Cradle engineering. Everything a company produces is returned to the company at 
the end of the products lifecycle. This gives incentive to the company to produce 
products that are radically re-useable and recyclable. Everything we produce comes 
back to us – and that cycle is true for good or ill. If we are unconscious of this natural 
intelligence, and what we produce is toxic and draws down the natural capital of the 
planet, then it will eventually kill us. But if we collaborate with the natural and I 
would say, sacred intelligence of the planet, then what comes back to us after 
production will enhance us and all of life.  
 
4. Our own soul as a source of wisdom.  
 
How else do we come to our senses before we destroy our beloved planet? I think 
we need to awaken our own souls. By “soul” I mean something specific, based in my 
personal experience. You can let me know if it resonates or not.  
 
 To put it very simply, we can either inhabit a small sense of self  - our egoic 
identity or we can inhabit a self as large as the Cosmos itself – our Big Self. As I’ve 
said we have just come through an age in which socially, culturally, psychologically, 
and even spiritually we have been encouraged to imagine ourselves as separate 
units of flesh and consciousness. I’m in here just behind my eyeballs, somewhere 
inside my brain, looking out at you and the big old world. There is a healthy version 
of this small self- the self-organizing awareness that weaves from our experience a 
coherent and functional identity. This is our psychological self, and its healthy 
development is important to our functioning. And then there is an unhealthy version 
of that self which is motivated by fear, contracted and impermeable to influence, and 
narcissistic.  
 
 But what I’ve been experiencing – ever since my experience of being one with 
All That Is, is that I am also this Big Self – the cosmos in human form or the presence 
of the planet manifesting as this being whose name is Bruce Sanguin. The soul is the 
deepest and most expansive expression of our identity that is still personal. But it’s a 
lot less personal than our egoic self. When I’m functioning from this Big Self or my 
soul, my personal needs, desires, and quirks and eccentricities don’t disappear. I just 
take them less seriously. Even my own death doesn’t seem like such a big deal, 
because my Big Self intuitively knows that there is only God, and we’re not going 
anywhere anyway. Just like there is no “away” in nature, there is also no “away” 
spiritually.  
 
 But when I’m in this identity, I do care passionately about big things – like the 
future of the planet, creating a just and peaceful world, and I do care passionately 
about realizing my own potential as a human being and creating habitats for others 
to realize their potential. I experience a moral imperative to show up in such a way 
that I make a difference. Futurist Barbara Marx Hubbard calls this “vocational 
arousal”. 
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 I awaken to what Martha Graham called a “blessed unrest”, which is nothing 
other than the evolutionary impulse of the cosmos coursing through me, and 
through you, and through every part of this living universe. In fact, I would say that 
my soul or Big Self is this evolutionary impulse. All the creative power of the Big 
Bang, a supernova, all the intelligence that has ever emerged is moving through us. 
If you peel away the layers of our identity, remove all of our roles and 
responsibilities, what I have discovered is left at very centre as a first principle of 
being is this impulse to co-create a better future, by taking responsibility for 
consciously managing this mysterious power.  
 
 I believe that this power is sacred, and therefore I think we can talk about 
Spirit being within this evolutionary impulse. I also believe that we need to do some 
new Christological thinking. The prologue of John’s gospel talks about the Logos or 
Wisdom or Christ of God being present in the beginning with God, and all that things 
that came into being came into being through this creative power. This is the same 
power that took up residence in Jesus of Nazareth, and drew all creation to the light. 
The Christ, in whom all things were created, continues to create through this 
evolutionary impulse – scientists called it cosmogenesis, the insight that the 
universe is continually in the process of creation. I associate Christ with this 
evolutionary impulse.  
 
 I often imagine when I feel this evolutionary impulse if it is an experience of 
the same Logos or Wisdom that Jesus opened so fully to… He was a child of this 
blessed unrest. This is why he was so future-oriented. “Anybody who puts their 
hand to the plough and looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God”. I’m persuaded 
that he actually began to identify with this creative power or Logos who makes all 
things new.  
 
 This is why the early church developed titles for him like “Son of God, “Light 
of God”, 2nd person of the Trinity, “King”, etc. They experienced him as God in human 
form, and why on earth the so-called progressive Christian movements feels a need 
to minimize – or eliminate – these titles is baffling. Obviously, they can be used as 
weapons and they can be exclusionary, but they don’t have to be.   
 
 And when Saul met the risen Christ on the road to Damascus, he himself 
experienced a resurrection from the dead. He wasn’t waiting until he died to be 
raised with Christ. He died to his small self and identified with the cosmic Christ. “It 
is not me, but Christ in me”.  This is the goal of the Christian journey – to realize that 
our Big Self is an expression of the risen Christ, and not just to experience union 
with Christ, but to feel the evolutionary impulse to co-create with the risen Christ a 
new future – the Kin-dom of God.  
 
 At Canadian Memorial we have made it our core purpose to teach and 
practice evolutionary Christian spirituality and we are developing an intensive 
curriculum toward this end. 
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 When we step into this sacred evolutionary impulse we come to our senses. 
The reason we’re not living from our soul – this Big Self – is that the soul is only 
awakened by soul-sized projects. The dramas of the ego leave it dormant. There is 
what Barbara Marx Hubbard calls a “vocational arousal” when we tap into the 
sacred evolutionary impulse. We want a big project we can sink our teeth into. We 
want to step up as leaders in the Great Work of repairing the planet – or whatever 
your unique vocation is.  
 
Exercise:  
What is our own story of coming to our senses? Describe your own awakening.  
 
If you had to guess, how would you say the evolutionary impulse is moving through 
you? What is the future that needs you in order to emerge?  
 
Q and A 
 
 


